
THE HONOURABLE 

MICHAEL J. WOOD 

CHIEF JUSTICE OF NOVA SCOTIA 

October 10, 2023 

Mr. James Manson 
Charter Advocates Canada 
439 University A venue, Suite 529 
Toronto ON MSG 1 Y8 

Dear Mr. Manson: 

Re: Nova Scotia Judicial Council - Brinton Complaint 

THE LAW COURTS 

1815 UPPER WATER ST. 

HALIFAX, NS B3J I 57 

I am writing to provide you with my decision pursuant to s. 17B of the Provincial Court Act in 

relation to the complaint by Judge Brinton which accompanied your letter of June 7, 2023. 

I have reviewed the complaint and supporting materials and considered your supplemental 
submissions dated September 11, 2023. I also received and considered written comments from 

Chief Judge Williams concerning the allegations in the complaint. Finally, I conducted legal 
research and reviewed applicable decisions from courts and judicial conduct committees. 

Principles Applied 

Since Judge Brinton's complaint is against the Chief Judge of the Provincial Court, s. 17 A(2) of 
the Act requires me, as Chief Justice, to exercise the power and duties set out in s. 17B. These are 

set out in ss. (I) and consist of the following: 

• Dismiss the complaint and provide written reasons if: (i) the complaint is not within the

jurisdiction of the Judicial Council, (ii) I consider the complaint to be frivolous or vexatious
or (iii) there is no evidence to support the complaint.

• Attempt to resolve the complaint.
• Refer the complaint to a review committee for further investigation.

In your submissions on behalf of Judge Brinton, you urge me to refer the complaint to a review 
committee. 

Given the nature of the complaint, I determined that a resolution was not feasible and, as a result, 
I did not pursue that option. 
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