
 



Understanding the Criminal justice System 

Introduction 
 

“Hello and welcome to the Virtual Courtroom! My name is Justice Wise. I’m here 
to tell you more about Canada’s system of criminal justice...” 

These are the words of The Virtual Courtroom’s mascot, Justice Wise, the animated owl. 
Justice Wise will introduce you to each of the ten modules on the criminal justice system 
before you explore the material, watch the videos and do the quizzes. 

This guide is designed to provide you with innovative ideas for classroom discussions, 
group activities, written assignments and quizzes to help your students understand 
Canada’s criminal justice system and how it works. It is based on 10 video vignettes and 
written materials developed for The Virtual Courtroom, which is accessible at 
www.courts.ns.ca, the home page of the Courts of Nova Scotia website. 

The Virtual Courtroom is presented in ten units that outline the basic principles of our 
criminal law and explain each stage of the court process, from arrest to trial and appeal. 
Each unit features a short video clip, locally produced and narrated by Lisa Taylor, host 
of CBC Newsworld’s The Docket, which depicts and describes what happens in the 
courtroom. The accompanying text provides additional information on each topic and 
challenges students to answer a multiple-choice quiz to test their knowledge. Once your 
students have completed all of the 10 modules on-line, including the in-class instruction 
and homework assignments you give them, they will be informed, educated and inspired 
about our legal heritage and the judiciary. 

This Teacher’s Guide is presented in ten parts. Each section is tied to the corresponding 
unit of The Virtual Courtroom, where students will find much of the background 
information they need to undertake the suggested exercises. To assist you, the teacher, 
this guide provides additional resource materials and links to other on-line teaching aids. 

The Virtual Courtroom is an interactive component of our broader Courtrooms and 
Classrooms Project, which is intended to provide an ongoing pool of resources about the 
law, for teachers and students. 

We invite your comments on The Virtual Courtroom and the suggestions contained in 
this draft of the Teacher’s Guide. 

Further copies of this guide can be downloaded from the Courtrooms and Courtrooms by 
clicking on Courtrooms and Courtrooms on the home page of the Courts of Nova Scotia, 
at www.courts.ns.ca. 

 

Contact: John Piccolo, 

Communications Director 

Nova Scotia Judiciary 

Tel: (902) 424-6018 

Email: piccolj@gov.ns.ca 
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